
Joseph 

 Genesis 50:20  But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is 

this day, to save much people alive. 

1. Joseph was the favored son of Jacob and hated by his brothers (Genesis 37:3-8) 

a. Genesis 37:3-4  Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his 

old age: and he made him a coat of many colours.  (4)  And when his brethren saw that their father 

loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him. 

2. Joseph's brother wanted to kill him, but decided to sell him into slavery instead (Gen 37:23-27) 

a. (23) And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, that they stript Joseph out of 

his coat, his coat of many colours that was on him;  (24)  And they took him, and cast him into a pit: 

and the pit was empty, there was no water in it.  (25)  And they sat down to eat bread: and they 

lifted up their eyes and looked, and, behold, a company of Ishmeelites came from Gilead with their 

camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt.  (26)  And Judah said 

unto his brethren, What profit is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood?  (27)  Come, and 

let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and let not our hand be upon him; for he is our brother and our 

flesh. And his brethren were content. 

3. Joseph became the faithful steward of Potiphar (Genesis 39) 

a. Genesis 39:1-3  And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, 

captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the Ishmeelites, which had brought 

him down thither.  (2)  And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was 

in the house of his master the Egyptian.  (3)  And his master saw that the LORD was with him, and 

that the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand.   

Gen 39:6  And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand; and he knew not ought he had, save the 

bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured. 

b. Joseph resisted temptation - Genesis 39:7-9  And it came to pass after these things, that his 

master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me.  (8)  But he refused, and said 

unto his master's wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath 

committed all that he hath to my hand;  (9)  There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath 

he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great 

wickedness, and sin against God? 

c. Joseph was falsely accused by Potiphar's wife and imprisoned, but God was with him (Gen39:10-23) 

4. Joseph was a forgotten servant (Genesis 40) 

a. Even in prison God blessed him (Gen 39:21-23) 

b. Joseph accurately interprets the dreams of Pharoah's chief butler and baker (Gen 40:5-23) 

c. Gen 40:23  Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him. 

5. Joseph became a famed statesman (Genesis 41-44) 

a. He's remembered by the chief butler (Gen 41:12-14) 

b. He interprets Pharoah's dream and is promoted to govern all of Egypt (Gen 41:38-41) 

6. Joseph secretly provides for his family during the famine (Genesis 43-44) 

7. Joseph forgives his brothers and saves his family from the famine (Genesis 45-48) 

a. Read the compassion of Joseph if Genesis 45:1-9 

b. Gen 45:27-28  And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto them: and when 

he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived:  (28)  

And Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go and see him before I die.  
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